48                   LETTERS FROM SAMOA
have two rubbers, in which the captain always
joins us.
Yesterday, the I2th, we reached Tonga, and I enjoyed our time there very much. The weather was perfect, deliciously warm, yet with a fresh breeze and everything on shore looking at its best, and, moreover, as two of the ladies who had come with us in the Wainui live at Tonga, they were very kind in showing me all there was to be seen. One of them, Mrs.
\V------1 took me to the  king's chapel,  which
on my last visit I had found locked up; it is quite a pretty building, lined throughout with polished wood, but I was disappointed to learn that all the ornamental parts came from Auckland. I was much more interested in the native church, which is all of home workmanship ; the roof, decorated inside with lengths of Tongan wood tied together in patterns with coco-fibre sinnet, is curious, and really effective. The building is a very long ,oval, and I felt very doubtful whether people sitting at the far end could hear much of the preaching; but when our curiosity led us to experiment, I was surprised to find that every syllable was perfectly and clearly audible. I should not have thought the shape of the church would have been so good acoustically. As we came away, I got a distant view of King George sitting in his garden, an old man with white head and white shirt. I had been rather anxious to visit him,